SYLOAVIA
THE KINGDOM OF THE BLACK PELICAN

MONG the many enchanting ploces which deservedly
attract foreign wisitors with a love for picturesque
ceremony and colourful folklore, there is one small
country which, afthough relatively Gnknown. surpasses
many others tn interest. Isolated until modern times
because of i3 inaccessible position, this country is now
served by a regular air-fine network, which brings it

within the resch ol all who love unspoiled beauty, the proverbial

hospitality of a peasant people, and the charm ol medieval customs
which still survive despite the march of progress,

This is Syldawvie

Syldavia ts a small country in Eastern Europe, comprising two greal
vallevs: those of the river Viadir, and its tributary, the Moltus. The
rivers meel a1 Klow, the capitnl (122,000 inhabitants). These valleys
are Manked by wide plateaus covered with forests, and are surrounded
by high, snow-capped mountains, In the fertile Syldavian plains are
cormlands and cattle pastures. The subsotl is rich in minerals of all
kinds

Numerons thermil wnd sulphur springs gush from the earth, the
chiel centres being at Kiow (cardiac diseases) and Kragoniedin

Irhewmatic complamnis),

Ihe total population is estimated to be 642 000 inhabitants.
Syldavia’exports wheat, mineral-water from Klow, firewood, horses

and violinists,

HISTORY OF SYLDAVIA
Until the Vith century, Syldaviz was inhabited by
nomade tribes of unknown origin,

Overrun by the Slavs in the VIth centory, the couniry
was conguered in the Xth century by the Turks, who drove
the Stavs into the mountains and occupied the plains.

In 1127, Hveghi, leader of a Slav tribe, swooped down
from the maountains 4t the head of a band of partisans
and fell upon isolated Turkish villages, putting all who
cesisted nim to the sword. Thus he rapidly became master
af a large part ol Sylklavian territory

A greal battle ook place in the valley of the Molus
near Zileheroum, the Turkish capital of Svidavia. between
the Turkish army and Hveghi's irregulars,

Enflecbled by long inactivity and badly led by incom-
petent officers, the Turkish army put up little resistance
and fled in disorder.

Hoving vangquished the Turks, Hveghi was elected king,
and given the name Muskar, that s, The Brave (Muskh:
brave' and Kar: 'king')

The capital, Zileheroum, was renamed Klow, that is,
Freetown, {Kloho: t¢ free', and Ow: “town'l

A typical fisherman from Dhrnowk
(south caast of Syldavia)

‘ Svldavian peasant
on her way to market

A view of Niedzdrow, ’
in the Viadir valley




THE BATTLE OF ZILEHEROUM

After a XVih cemtury miniature



H.M. King Muskar XII, the present ruler of Syidavia
in the uniform of Colonel of the Guards

Muskar was & wise king who lived at peace with his neighbours,
pnd the countey prospered. He died in 1168, mourned by all his
wubjecis,

His cldest son succeeded to the throne with the title of Muskar 11

Unlike his father, Muskar 11 lacked authority and was unable
to keep order in his kingdom. A period of anarchy replaced one
ol peaceful prosperity.

In the neighbouring state of Borduria the people observed
Syidavia's decline, and their king profited by this opportunity 10
invade the country, Borduna annexed Syldavia in 1195,

* For almost a century Syldavia groaned under the foreign yoke

In 1275 Baron Almaszout repeated the exploits of Hveghi by
coming down from the hills and routing the Bordurians in leas
than vix months.

He was proclaimed King in 1277, taking the name of Ottokar
He was, however, misch less powerful than Muskar,

The barons who had helped him in the campaign agmrinst the
Bordurians forced him to grant them a charter, based on the
English Magna Carta signed by King John (Lackland). This
marked 1he beginaing of the feudal system in Syldavia,

Ottokar 1 of Syldavia should not be confused with the Ottakars
{Premysls) who were Dukes, and later Kings, of Bohemnin,

This period was noteworthy for the rise in power of the nobies,
whis fortified their castles and maintained bands of armed mer-
cenaries, strong enough to oppose the King's forces.

But the true founder of the Xingdom of Syldavia was Ottokar
IV, wha ascended the throne in 1370,

From the time of his accession he inthiated widespread reforms
He raised a powerful army and subdued the arrogant nobles,
confiscating their wealth,

He fostered the advancement of the arts. of letiers, commerce
and agriculture.

He vnited the whole nation and gave it that security, both at
hame and abroad, 50 necessary for the renewal of prosperity.

It was he who pronouncesd those famous words: "Efh bennck,
cik blavek”, which have become the motto of Syldavia.

The origin of this saying is as follows:

One day Baron Staszrvich, son of one of the dispossessed
mobles whose Llands had been forfeited Lo the crown, ceme belore
the savereign and recklesaly claimed the throne of Syldavia

The King listened in silence. but when the presymptuous baron's
speech ended with a demand that he deliver up his sceptre, the
King rose and cried flercely. ‘Come and get at!’

Mad with rage, the young baran drew his sword, and before
1he retniners could intervene, lell upon the King,

The King stepped swiltly aside, and as his adversary possed
him, carried forward by the impetus of his charge, Ottokar

struck him a blow on the head with the sceptre, laying hum
low and at the same time crying in Syldavian: "Eih bennek,
eit blavek!, which can be said to mean: *If you gather thistles,
expect prickles’. And turning to his astonished court he said:
*Hani 1oit gul mal ¥ pease’’

Then, gazing intently at his scepire, he addressed it in the
following words: 'O Sceptre, thou hast saved my life. Be
hencelorward the trize symbal of Syldavian Kingship., Woe
1o the king who loses thee, for | declare that such a man
shill be unworthy to rule thereafter

And from that time, every year on St. Yladimir's Day each
successor of OMtokar IV has made a great ceremonial tour
of his capitul,

He bears in his hand the historie sceptre, without which he
would lose the right 1o rule; as hie passes, the people sing the
famous anthem:

Syldavians unite!
Praise our King's might:
The Scepire his right!

Right: The sceptre of Ottokar 1V

Below: An illuminated page from *The Memorable
Deeds of Ottokar IV, a XIVth century manuseript
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